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Pankaj Rduani IS NOt Your auerage young-
KI-Next-aoor. The World champion, Wno has
many titles and hONOUrs in NIS KItty, Wwants
to Peturn to college For an MBA

sharan He recalls an instance i 2003 when he
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know when Iwould get my first world title.
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ius could be a term com- of years.”
As luck would have it, Advani won his

used to describe a prodigy,
hulhlth!ﬂhsn(hnkajmm first world title within six months at the
awh 1BSF World Snooker champinnsllipin
Theumld id champion cueist—  China.

in amateur and professional circuits —
stands tastimnny to his name being
engraved in the history of Indian and
world sports.
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When Pankaj came back to

The , has
already achieved what most profes-
cugists may only
Inalife time. With seven world titles in
billiards and snooker, it may
well be just his warm-up ses-
slon to titles quest, He isa
much sought-after
personality in World Billiards
social events and 9 Champlnnlhlp in
At fashion shows, \ t Qawrs, Malta,
almost always a VIP: :

“I never really had a - ond cueist (after
college life,” says this ~ Malta'sPaulMifsud)
20-something star. ~ tohave won both the
He says he attended the -~ billiardsand snook-

crash course that was

er world titles.
designed for college Coached by
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nglish billiards was originally called
. the ‘winning and losing carambole
' game'. It is a combinafion of ‘the
winning game', ‘the losing game’
and 'the carambole game

-

in Hhe.

1 2005. He went €
at the 2008 championships held in
Bangalore. Last year, Pankaj won the

nal World Billiards title. In its
L the second

other normal college kids would
ularly do, I didn't even have time fora
romance.”
ionst s, theace
everything; focus on your education
while studying and the sport
while practising, Only then
vou can pass out with fying
colours in whatever you
aspire todo.”
"Among his favourites, he
likes Peter Gilchrist for his
Mmmhip He says
Mike Russell is “one of the
greatest bmlam players in
the world™. He is busy practis-
ing for Mian Games slated for
November in China

The noisernker
in college

“Though [ was hardly in college, 1 loved
the exams at the end of avl':gﬂ:_:i\(:ﬂl’:}l: l. \ o bbeing a student. Sitting at the back of the
the year. Despite the pres- class, T used to make funny noises of cars

of proving assssssnnns and other things. | was caught once while
in sports, Advani claims doing this .:n_:l |_|k1c|u to stqnd outside class.
Do Tias elways been D college chairperson asked me what | was Lottty princial took ity o e oed
et ng in college, while | should be practising. Pankal Athani graduated with a B Com
agement have nted to know “"ha'l degree in 2006 from Jain College, Ban-
in Mﬁm el o i l Woub. w I [’ ﬁfat galore. He says he was so busy honing his
Pt time well between orld title. | told him I'd have to wait for gaming skills in college that he barely has
sboﬂ:'md academics.” i8 time for romance.
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nning potential. H
teur World Cham,
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cause winner of the

ic Gold Quest, committed to supporting Indian sportspersons
18 | mu:r of the professional-level and a three-time

If there was one thing he could change
about his college life, what would it be?
=1 would like to attend college like a
noermal student. | wish | could go back
to college and da all thase things that 1
miissed out on.”
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