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‘ ‘ HE MBA course teach-
es us to manage with
resources. I'm
inclined towards HR
and sinee I'malso inter-
ested mmﬂuhm vice, | would like to work
GO,”said24-year-old GarimaDoshi,
r\]HA student.
epresents a growing num-
ber of MBA students keen to work
in NGOs. “NGOs today are much
more than a not-for-profit
organisation. Their commit-
ment and the mode of opera-
tio) more structured than
before. This creates a need for
managerial competence, which B-schools
students have. It's a mutually a lu..ili]l.‘
careeroption,” said Madhumita ttel
Chairperson (Academics), IFIM B- SLhonl
in Bangalore,

The B-School curriculum equips stu
dents tounderstand the cultural, polit-
ical, economic and environmental
contextsof management.Thiscomes

inhandy while runningan NGO and

that's how management schools
have a social work module. XLRI
School of Business and Human
Resources, Jamshedpur and IIFT (Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade, Delhi) have
community service programmes.

IIFT’s initiative Koshish organises
blood donation campaigns and XLRI
students attend village camps. The
Institute of Rural Management in
Gujarat provides students man-
agement training for rural

development. "NGOs are no

longer traditional setups.

They can be large institutions
with a company like setup and
committed to a social cause.
MBA graduates are hired to work
inmarket research, create business
development plans, HR, manage
funds and interact with the govern-

ment,” added Chatterji
Moving bevond B-schools, colle
have integrated a CSR (community s

Symbios

Institute for Media and
Communication hasa social
communication module.
“Trainees undergoaneight week
internship with an NGO based in
India, Middle East and South Asia.
Around 250 students intern in Indian
NGOs, Some also intern in the Grameen
Bank microfi e in Dhaka, Dubai,
Nepal and wor Tibetan groups in
Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh, They're
trained in advocacy campaign, social sur-
vey, communication workshaop skills, doc-
umentary’ I]immahumand websitedesign,
before the NGO project,” said Prof Ujjwal
Kumar Chowdhury, Symbiosis Institute
for Media and Communication, Pune and
Bangalore.

Freshers can work as social welfare offi
cers, co-coordinators, committee organis-
ers, teachers, volunteers, mentors, execu-
tivesor managers in NGOs, withamonthly
start up salary of around Rs 6,000, “I'm
doing an MBA because of its CSR module.
My organising skills have improved and
I've interacted with entrepreneurs.
Eventually I want to start an NGO,"”
explained Rosh K Joy. an international
business student.

Diplomaor degree coursesare offered in
institutes like The Indian Institute of

ew Indian Express

Despite the plurality of choices one has,
Kavitha Srinivasa finds out that some students
follow their heart’s calli

ng and go that extra
mile to serve people

Social Welfare and Business Management
inKolkata, TataInstituteof Social Sciences
in Mumbai, Mangalore University, Loyola
College of Social Sciences, Trivandrum
and Madras School of Social Work,
Chennai.

Students also have the option of joining
international NGOs like World Wildlife
Fund, UNICEF, WHO, UNESCO and
AMNESTY. “Our students work in NGOs
and developmental agencies twice a week
Initially they go in groups, after which
they work individually in villages and
health sectors. After completing four
semesters, they areready to start a career.
Annually around 3 per cent start theirown
NGOs, others work incommunity develop-
ment and counseling centres.” said Dr
ShobhadeviR Patil. headof department of
social work, Karnatak University,
Dharwad, Karnataka,

Students can also double up as NGO
volun s on weekends. “Volunteering
activities in CRY happens on weekends.
We facilitate the activities. Volunteers

Students are involved
in community outreach
activities organised

by the university

in association with
different NGOs. The
assignments range
from volunteer
coordination, event
planning to even basic

administration
29

form Public Action Groups, take up issues
relating to child rights and try to build a
maovement in their localities toaddress the
issues, explainedSahayaTeresa Manager
-Communications, CRY.

The ability to think beyond oneself urg
es youngsters to lend their hand. Like
Richa Taneja, a volunteer at NGOs like
Maraa and Women’s Collision for Peace
and Development. “] was interested in
women's and children’s rights. My work
has exposed me to many prejudices in soci
ety. Since I have a Mass Communication
background, I want to go into villages and
makedocumentariestosensitize the mass-
es,” reasoned Taneja.
entrefor Social Action(CSA)an initia-
tive of Christ College has around 150 vol-
unteers. Vikas Programme, a CSA activity
enablesstudentstovisitruralareas, urban

slums and NGO’s. “Students are involved
in community outri activit
organised by the unives ¢ inassociation

with different NGOs. The assignments
range from volunteer coordination, event
planning, execution, basicadministration
and field survey. Around 20- 100 amdenla
partic the
R Chenraj Jain, C|
Institutions, Chancellor - Jain University.

When students have a plurality of choic-
es, some follow their heart’s calling and go
that extra mile to serve people.

airman, Jain (J roup of
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