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‘India has become
capital of lynching’

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Insightful ob-
servations, sharp critl-
cism and subtle humour
marked political psycholo-
gist Ashis Nandy's speech
at the second UR Anantha-
murthy annual memorial
lecture in Bengaluruon Sa-
turday. With a focus on ‘Ll
beration: for those who do
not speak the language of
liberation,” the Bl-year-old
soclal sclentist discussed
current politics, growing
religious intolerance and
electoral politics.
Recalling his associa-
tion with Ananthamurthy
right from their first meet
at a French book festival
where they walked on the
roads of Paris, he said the
ter foresaw the state of
democracy we are witnes-
singtoday.
“Imet URA little late in
h)’ life. He was a lifelong
social democrat. But 1
think, Inthelast30 yearsof
his life, post-Emergency,
his attitude towards ideo-
logy began tochange and |
trace that in his novels ‘Av-

Modi had no time

odiloves tospeak,

loves to be
photographed. When
others ask what has Modi
donein the last four years,
| feelhe had no time. He
hasbeen looking atthe
nextpoll right from the
day assumedpower
Ashis Nandy |
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asthe’ and ‘Bharathipura’.
His ideology began to sof-
ten, though he didn’t give
up core values—equality
and freedom. He began to
understand that ldeologl-
calfactors begin to become
therealdanger,” hesaid.

‘Charismatic leaders
bypass real problems’
“Charlsmatic leaders by-
pass the real problems
and entire communities
whicharenotaccessibleto
media or rather unexplo-
red. We are living at a
time when there IS particl-
patory democracy and
electoral policies are seen
asthedemocracy.
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