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Bengaluru: With the Election Com-
mission of India's Model Code of Con-
duct set tocome into force soon, the De-
partment of Youth Empowerment and
Sports on Wednesday gave away in ex-
cessof 90awards in various categories.
The focus, however, was on the prestl-
glous Ekalavya awards for sportingex-
cellence and the lifetime achievement
award to two prominent coaches,

Veteran coaches VR Beedu (athlet-
ics) and MR Mohite
(swimming) received
their awards to thunderous applause
asmany of their wards were in attend-
ance. After that, 11 sportspersons were
felicitated with the Ekalavya award,
while elght others were rewarded
with the Kreeda Ratna, Instituted to
encourage Indigenous sports.

While chief minister Siddara-
maiah and a host of other chief guests
were conspicuous by their absence,
sports minister Pramod Madhwaraj
made promises yet again. With em-
ployment being a major concern for
athletes, Madhwara]j said: “Olympic
medalists will be given Group A’ level
appointments In the state government
while Commonwealth Games and -

Aslan Games medal winners will be  MOMENT TO CHERISH: (Clockwise from above) Badminton player Poorvisha S Ram and veteran
given Group ‘B’ level jobs.” coaches VR Beedu and MR Mohite during the awards function in Bengaluru on Wednesday




