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Chances Of Pitching Bangalore As Prime Education Destination Are Bleak, Feel Educationists
9
We've lost a golden chance: experts
Economics school
as VC's dream

TIMES ME'WS METHORSE

Bangalore: The city's aduca-
tionists have ahways been pitch-
ing fior Bangalore as acantre for
premier educational institu-
tions, But on the ground. the
scene israther bleal. After los-
ingout on the chanes tobs home
to prestigions institutions like
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology and Indian School of
Bakiness, nog it's the Bangalore
School of Economics which has
had a prematire death.

After the Jindal Group de-
cided to pull out of the project.
TOI asked some educaticonists
about the fallouat.

"W missed a good opportu-
nity with the Bangalore School
of Economics, Sadly it'snotthe
first time we have lst go of a
world-class educational nsti-
tution. Karnataka failsd to get

BETTER NOT TO HAVEIT IN BU

If & university doesn’t have a great administration and
isift in good shape in tenms of reputation, how can you set upa
schood within that university and expect it to be better than the
university? If it's felt that BU cannot provide good
administration, then it's better not to have the school of
aconemics within it, although it would be ideal to have such an
institute within a university set-up, like the Dedhi School of
Econemics being part of Dethi University. If it doesn’t work, then
an independent institutional space would have to be explored
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TOTHE PRIME MIMSTER

its own ITT. We also missad the
ISE ten years agn when the then
CM of Andhra Pradesh Chan-
drababu Maidu acted fasta- than
s, Despite being the most de-
serving city to have an IIT, we're
=il craving for one. In the case
of IIT, pressure at the Cantre
was not there, Thers was asa-
vere lack of continuity As far

HOW CAN GOVT MAKE UP FOR BSE LOSS?

The Bangalore School of Econom-

ics has run into rough weather

with the Jindal Group withdraw-

ing its Rs 100-crore grant. It's

definitely not good news for the state which is yet to
get an 1T but i projected as a sought-after desti-
nation for private investors.

How should the govt encourage
private partnerships in education?
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"BSE mentioned in the subject fina

99

asBSE i= concerned, Ifsel thars
were ideological diffarences be-
tween university members, I
sense alack of communication.
We've lost a golden opportuni-
tw" B Chenraj Jain, chairman.
Jain Group of Institutions,
Some edueationists feel pec-
ple who decide on these js=ues
should be blamed for this. "4
similar issve cropped up when
Bangalors tried to get an IIT.
While we were still contem-
plating ower different aspects.
Chennai came up with a fan-
tastic proposal. It offered free
land and power supply but we
were mute spectators. In the
BSE case, issuesrelated to land
and menership should heae bean
made clear in the beginning. It's
agreat los=,” K Balavesra Red-
dy former VC, VT told TOL
Experts alzo believe the pro-
caas should bemore transparant
and the project started after meet-
ing guidelines. “Wa have never
affered land to any private play-
ar, Gatting a schaol of epalleno:
i=a great homour but this should-
't come at the cost of autononmy
They should have trusted theum-
versity more,”  =aid MS
Thimmappa, former ViC, BLL

THIES HENS METHORE

Bangalore: A Bangalore School
of Economics {BSE - which died
a prematura death when the Jin-
dals withdrew their offer of a Rs

10kcrore grant - was vice-chan-

cellor’s M Prabln Dev's most am-
bitious project. Billed to mest
global standards, it was accepted
by the academic council in May
2011, A& stady group was formu-
lated later that month with the VC
and Mohandas Fai as chairman.
The comumittes met s=ven times
before submitting a 52-page report

tothe govarnor in Movember 2011,
Despite TOT's repeated afforts

to contact him. Prabln Dev was

-

Cdoic AFTer DIG
#1fyou wanted the public o
decide the issue, why ane
syndicate mambears baing
called for a discussion?

= N Ramachandra Swanmy
& Arewe saying the
university cannot doit onits
own? Is BSE withinthe
purview of the unhversity 2|
feel the so-called school of
axcellance should be
incomarated into the
university framewark. We
hawve no issues with B5E and
will welcome it with open
anms, bat only after these

@ izsuss are clarifiad.

- R Karumamurthy

not available for eomment.

Takingadigatthe Jindals, cne
academic couneil member had
=aid at Friday's mesting: " The im-
portant aspect missing here is
whether protocol has been follo-
wad ornot. We could have also loo-
ked at others who may have bean
interested in imvesting and picled
the best deal Why only Jindals?"

“Let all those wise men in the
couneil answer posterity for their
act of killing a project which
wattld hawe bean otherwise unique
and wonderful, and would hase
gonea longway to further enharnes
the prestige and stature of the uni-
versity Our bast wishes for them,”
the Jindal letter signed off




