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Krishnamurthy for law to
requlate political parties

It is crucial to improve the electoral system, says former CEC

SHARING IDEAS: (From left) The former judge of the Karnataka Hl'gh Court B.!E_&'Jnrn:w}:h_ﬂrﬂ. the former
Chief Election Commissioner 1.5, Krishnamurthy end Pro-Vice-Clhancelior of Jain University.
Sandeep Shastri interacting with students at @ seminar in Bangalore on Monday. = PHOTO: K, GOPINATHAN

Special Correspandent

BANGALORE: Enscting o sepa-
rte legislation o regulate
political parties. as recom-
mended by a  committes
hicaded by the former Chief
Justice M.N. Venkatachaliah,
is ecruciul to fmprove . the
health of our electoral system
and democency, said the for-
mer Chief Election Commis-
slesner T 5. Krishnamurthy.

Speaking al o seminar on
electoral reforms, . organised
b the Youth Agninst Corrup-
tion, here on Monday, he said
that several proposals on
changing the electoral system
had been put off indefinitely
using the nce of “political
CRRLS" a8 AT EXCUSE.

On the guestion of norms
that guide the selection of the

® M.N. Venkatachaliah says time limit of two years
poll-related

should be fixed to dispase of

# "Prevent criminals from contesting elections and
give voters the right to recall’ g

Election Commissioner, he
fvoured & system where a
eolleginm - that includes the
Prime Minister, Supreme
Court judges and others - se-
lecting the right person for
the high post.

Mr. Krishnamurthy rec-
ommended streamlining the
svetem of disposing of elec-
tion-related  petitions.  He
said that petitions tend to
drag on, someiimes even Hil
the end of the term of o legls-
lator, which makes the pet-
ithon redundant. A time lmit

of two years showbd be fixed 1o
dispose of these coses oo pri-
ority, he said.

While not favouring mak-
ing voting compulsory, he ar-
gued for introducing a system
of negative voting, where a
person will have a “none of
the above™ option in the vot-
ing machine. A system could
bhe evolved whereby a congtit-
uency in which more than 50
per cent of volers opt for
"nane of the above”, o re-clec-
thon will be conducted.

The' current “first-pist-

the-post” system of elections,
suld Mr. Krishnamurthy, has
resulted in the proliferntion
of parties on caste and com-
munity lines. He anid that
there were seviral other op-
thons, including the propor-
thonal system, which would
result in u healthier democra-
¢y where representation. is
hased i percehtage of voles,
Preventing criminuls from
contesting elections, putting
breaks on election expendi-
ture and giving voters the
right to recall, he sabd, were
much-needid changes in the
electoral system. Mr. Krish-
namurthy said that Indian
democracy was “on  trial®
with an “ohpoxious nexus”
ng strong bebween po-
&Hnl leadders, administration
and usinessmen.




