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‘USHA PARINAYA'

A dynamic display on stage

students of the postgrad-
uate department of per-

forming arts, at Jain Universi-
ty, are currently sitting
through a round of examina-
tions — and although they
don’t have to cram from text-
books or course papers, the
process is anyvthing but easy.
The students have to concep-
tualise and execute a recital
based on their specialisation,
and present it before a panel
of examiners. Aspart of this,
a group of six bharatanatyam
stuclents recently staged
Uefa Parinaya — a touching
tale of a young girl’s search
for love — before their exam-
iners. And the experience,
says Vidya — one of the mem-
bers —was exhilarating.

“This is one of the major
examinations we have in the
semester — we're the third
bateh to go through it. Every-
thing, from the stage craft,
lighting, story selection, cos-
tumes and general execution,
had to be handled by the stu-
dents. We formed a group
and started preparing for this
around three or four months
ago,” she explains.

The group selected the sto-
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v of Usfa Parfnaya because
it had a lot of scope for the
dance element. The story is
guite a dramatic one, de-
seribes Vidya, saying, “In this
story, Usha is blessed by Par-
vati and told that she wall
dream of her future husband,
whois Aniruddha — the
grandson of Krishna, who
lives in Dwarka. Her friend
Chitralekha uses her magical
powers to bring Aniruddha to
Usha and locks both of them
in a room in her palace™
However, this is far from

the happy ending the couple
were expecting. “Usha’s fa-
ther, Banasura, is very power-
ful — he worshipped Shiva
and was blessed with a thou-
sand hands, making him un-
defeatable. When he finds
out about what is zoing on
under his roof, he calls
Aniruddha and puts him in
custody, elaiming that Krish-
na can come and save his
grandson if he wants. Krishna
does come eventually, and
thereis a huge fight — finally,
he defeats Banasura and cuts

off all his hands —save for
two, because Shiva requests
him to. Finally, Banasura
agrees to the marriage,” adds
Vidya.

The students had quite a
tough time with this story,
since they were given only an
hour for the entire recital. “It
was tough to fit itin the time
given, but we managed. I
played Sutradhara—and in
the last scene, | appeared as
Kanakadasa, Since there
were only six of us, we also
took the help of four of our
juniors, who were supporting
characters,” Vidya explains.

On top of this, the students
also had to sit for a viva, in
which the panel of examiners
questioned them on their
recital, The result, though,
was worth all the effort. “Tt
went very well, We never ex-
pected the exam to be sucha
success. Our teachers and lec-
turers came to wateh us and
allin all, the feedback was
good — Usfia Parfnaya was
well appreciated.” beams
Vidya, adding that she is ex-
pecting the results of the
exam towards the end of the
SEMEster.
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