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INTERVIEW: CHENRAJ ROYCHAND

FOUNDER CHAIRMAN,

JAIN GROUP OF

INSTITUTIONS

A university’s primary focus must
be developmg students’ outlook

With over 60 programimes
atthe UG, PGandresearch
levels, and about 20global
collaborations, Banga-
lore-based Jain University
isamong the top 20private
universities in India, In
this interview, Chenraj Roychand,
Jounder chairman, the Jain Group
of Institutions, and president, Jain
University Trust, shares with FE's
Abhishek Chakraborty that col-
laborations with world'’s leading
universitiescreate an impacton em-
ployabilityin the global markets.

What can be the impact on Indi-
an universities following the de-
cision toallow foreign universi-
ties tooperatein India by setting
up campuses and offering de-
grees withouta local partner?
Theentryof foreignuniversities
will expose Indian education sys-
tem to a global perspective of edu-
cation, Itwill notonly facilitatestu-
dents aspiring for a higher degree
abroad to continue their education
in Indiaand fulfil their dreams but
will also allow the universities to
get a better understanding of the
needs and preferences of students,
Further, teaching methodology
will undergo a fusion of interna-
tionaland Indian outlook.

Then, due tocollaborat jons with
leading universities, there isan im-
pact on employability in the global
markets. Thiscan help inextending
the reach of research, knowledge
andtechnology in variousfields.

No Indian university isinthelist
of World’s top 200 institutions,
asper QS World University rank-
ings. What steps have youtaken
toaddressthis challenge?

We aspire to actively empower
rural and urban populace through
education and entreprenewrship.
Jain University has established 10
robustCentresof Excellence in var-
iedstreams. The Chenraj Roychand
Centre for Entrepreneurship as-

pires to produce successful social
entrepreneurs. Till date, 42 compa-
nies have been incubated.

India is the third largest educa-
tion system in the world, but a
high percentage of Indian insti-
tutes have medium- or low-qual-
ity education. What measures
should be taken by universities
to address this?

A university’s primary focus
must be developing students’ per-
ception and outlook. Inclusion of
courses with subsidised fees and
providing scholarshipstomeritori
ous, underprivileged students aids
in alleviating the shortcomings of
theeducation system.

Do youencouragesports?

We advocate sportsmanship and

assist students aspiring to be no-
table sportspersons by providing
them academic support and schol-
arship. Some of our star perform-
ersinclude Pankaj Advani, Shikha
Tandon, Robin Uthappa, Rehan
Pooncha, Anup Sridhar
and Gaurav Dhiman,
These are live success sto-
riesof how Indian univer-
sities can play a critical
role in bullding India's
sportingculture.
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