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Probe into malpractices
should continue even
after polis: Ex-CEO

BANGALORE: There 15 a need
for edectoral reforms that pro-
vide a framework for mvesti-
gating malpractices even after
the elections, said M N
Vidyashankar, former chief
electoral officer (CEQ), here
on Monday.

He was speaking at a one-
day seminar on “Democracy,
Citizens and Elections i In-
dia) organised by S Nipalingap-
pa National Foundation and
Department of Political Sci-
ence, Bangalore University.

Seressing the need for
amending kaws to bring in elec-
toral rel he sad: “In a
state (name not mentioned),
the election commission had
booked several cases against
some of the candidates for
malpractices. Unfortunately, it
could not pursue the cases af-
ter edections, as the party that
came to power decided in the
Cabinet meeting to drop
charges against these candi-
dates™

Vidyashankar, who was
CEO in Karnataka during the
2008 Assembly polls, said,
however, there has been im-
provement in electoral
since the past sev years.
The Election Commission,
when he was the CEO, had
seized over Rs 82 crore, which
was a record in the country.
“We deposited to the treasury
almost twice the amount of
money spent by the State gov-
emment for the elections.
Usually, the State government
spends Rs 45-50 crore onan
edection,” he said.

He also cited several in-
stances of poll-refated irregu-
larities which are difficult to
trace sometimes. For exam-
ple. he narrated, a candidate in
Bangalore would give pens as
gifts to voters, claiming his
promise to voters is kteracy.
However, the penwould have a
currency note of Rs 500 de-
nomination in it instead of a
refill.

Even il a complaint is
lodged, it is difficult to prove
the charges against the candi-
date_ “We could establish that
it belongs to him and booked
him after we went through the
number series of those curren-
cy notes,” he said. In another
mstance, a candidate gave one
gold earring w0 women voters,
stating that another of the pair
WO given if he wins.

Speaking on “Media and
Elections” at the seminar, KN
Haritkumar, former editor,
Decoan Herald, said there has
beenadecrease in poll-related
violence in the recent elec-
tons.

“The kind of rigging. bully-
ing and bogus voting common
in the 1980s and 90 has come
down drasucally. Ths is
indeed an achievement.” he
said.

He also sad the ssue of exit
poll should be left to the discre-
uon of the media and there
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