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BGII!]allII‘IIS student unions: A|| for one, one for all

where the Incident took plaos, ook at the CCTV footage and, i need be, approach the copss, 1t's a long
<L s Process, bt we Lk NECESSATY ACton and ensure that the issue is resolved.

tudent unions are a vibrant and vital part of college campeises 1n Bengaluru. v Homy: We have an antiriot commitioe on cumpas, If anyvne fodls uncomitriatie or necds
CAMPUS 15 wunc nm Post the polls, councils have a g help, they can get In toach with the members of the antl riot committes and action is
) chood schedule of In fostx, acddrms. L iately There haven't been any issues in the past. but having a commit

ing mmmmxmmunsm"mAsmnofmmm
Times” Gat Inclustve campatgn, Rony Rajan Oonncotty, cubtural secre-

y oy of Kristu Joyant! College, Shwotha Menon, vice pressdent of
Mount Carmed Coliege (MCC), K Rebeoca Raj. vice president of
Jyotl Nivis College (JNC), Stureyus Sturim, treesuns of St
Joseph's College (SIC) and Ashutosh A Kumaz head of the
organising commtiee at Jain (Docmod tobe) Univeristy
Juyanagar, engaged tn 4 discussion about the studant
unlons” contribution to creating an Indusive Gumpus

0 11ko this halps.
Shreyas: At SIC, we have a counsellng oell, where a psychology lecturer is
peesentatalltimes I any student fels low arJust neads |o:m1k toanyooe,
thay can al thaooll medscl i o
CHTERIS Sor any st of emengencies. At any lmm point, students

n't foel that they cannot approach us for help.
‘ATTENDANCE IS MOST COMMON ISSUE FACED BY S'I\WﬂS
Shreyas: When events are conducted during classes, students.
are unable o participate. This was broaght (0 our notie sov
orud times, followlng which we conductad all Intra-colkege
events during break thme i esur maximum perticip
tion from students. Wo keep tn touch with class represen
s A 1o SUTD 1O Studnt misss out on ateon
dance If they are out participating

Ashutosh: Since many of us go to different colleges to
prrticipate in Ssts, matntaining atendance i 4 con
szant issue. At Jain College, we Introduond a mithod
calied the Pink Slip — through which students can
TURIStor AttAnAanoe online — to keop a tck of our

T Shwotha: The bond betwoen student bodies from
other colleges usually begins at the investiture
CUTOmONY, Wieew W Lvite stidant unions trom

¥ other colleges.

Stureyis: We visit each other's colleges ofien
And tnvite theen peronally for our eviests wd

+ fosts, This allows us to have a friendly rap
port and it makes then comsartable Whan
thay VIsit our camps.

1 Ashutosh: Dnlnmmhmnn-sx season, e GENDER'

Shreyas: When it comes to equal representation
and InAUsIvIty, we don't huve any biss basd on
have conduicted rallios and seminars
In our callege to Jend support to the LGBTQLA«
community We've also hiad ropreseatatives
from the queer community talk to the students
and faculty members.
Shwotha: Ewn bofbry last years historic
Section 377 Judgement, 1t has been afl about
accopeance &t MOCC. When we've have panel dis-
cusions, we Alw v & membes from the
queCT COMMUNIY TUpresenting them, so that
thelr polat of View mam.:'mi 15 %0 ensurv that
bers of ol

Mrendly bond bet unso
very ovident Whlh- the comgmeitive l()lrll
Temains, the bond renains unshaken. Wi
are ofien supporive of each oty nnd
o't lot rivalry get In the way
“HIERARCHY

UNAPPROACHABLE'
Shreyas: Most stodent unions have a six
member council with a president, vicepr-
esident, and o on. IF It 1s a cultural event
mmmm k 11 is raised with the cultural
pcrutiry. HOWSVer, If Someons 1 unawire
<{ who to ruach out to, we lead them to the
it person. The hieranchy creates an order
10 the studant union, but it doos not make us
mmunmmt 10 fellow students,
different deslgnations
v moew lumn within the union. To stk
W AP Just KIOWT a8 Student union members.
ATION ns

STUDENT UNION GOVERNANCE AND POLITICS
Shreyas: When we contest elections, we hive o
LN 3 OCUINE i KOS Wo I DOt ROCkSd With
any political party and that the ections are hed in
democratic fshion
Ashutosh: In the [xes, 006 07 tWo sk e shown
tnterest n the ol of politics after graduation. As a pol
icy, our college dossn't support any political party
Howener, we (0 Tue tn-bouss dobatee, %0 (it St 1
aware of current political Issues. Politscs In coliege and out
5100 15 very different,
Shwetha: Even If students do not wish o
actively take part in poiitics, there are
many Who aspire 10 take up civil services
10k IAS, IPS and 20 0n
Rebecea: 1 think what makes student
unions diferunt from political see ups i
that wo act as medistors between students
and the administration. and not ke ruling
parties

Shreyas: in our college, the vice president’s post &s

always reserved fir girls In general, any student

can stand for any post during our coanctl elections,

(ncluding Qrst v students as well.

Ashutosh: We don't have reserved posts, and students
are chosen purely on talent. Anyone who has the required

IS C Contest 10 olections.

Rony: At Kristu Jayant! College, students are nominsted h)

teachers and peers on (he basis of thelr academic merit and

promess. T and

the administration.

TACKLING ISSUES THAT ARISE OUTSIDE COLLEGE PREMISES

Shwetha: Several students approach councll members with Incidents of

0. When such 10 15, We §0 10 the place

AT JAIN COLLEGE, WE - WE VISIT EACH

! { i1 THINK WHAT MAKES { [ EVEN BEFORE LAST YEAR'S
INTRODUCED A METHOD OTHER'S COLLEGES OFTEN | i
|

|~ STUDENT UNIONS HISTORIC SECTION 377
[ | B STUDENTS ARE { DIFFERENT FROM OTHER UDGEMENT, IT HAS BEEN

THROUGH WHICH STUDENTS | PERSONALLY FOR OUR NOMINATED BY TEACHERS | pOLITICAL SET UPS IS THAT | ALL ABOUT ACCEPTANCE AT

CAN REGISTER ATTENDANCE | EVENTS AND FESTS. THAT | AND PEERS ON THE BASIS OF | WE ACT AS MEDIATORS MCC. WHEN WE'VE HAVE

ONLINE — TO KEEP A TRACK | ALLOWS US TO HAVE A | THEIR ACADEMIC MERIT AND | BETWEEN STUDENTS AND THE | PANEL DISCUSSIONS, WE

OF OUR ATTENDANCE WHEN | FRIENDLY RAPPORT AND { PROWESS. THE STUDENTS- | ADMINISTRATION, AND NOT | ALWAYS HAVE A MEMBER

ONE HAS GONE T OTHER | WHEN STUDENTS VISIT OUR | IN-CHARGE WORK IN TANDEM | LIKE A RULING PARTY. WE | FROM THE QUEER

COLLEGE FOR FESTSAND | CAMPUS FOR EVENTS AND | WITH THE TEACHERS AND | ARE APPROACHABLE AND IN | COMMUNITY REPRESENTING

EVENTS. THIS HAS { MORE, IT MAKES THEM | THE ADMINISTRATION { TOUCH WITH STUDENTS, AND | THEM, SO THAT THEIR POINT

SIMPLIFIED THE PROCESS | COMFORTABLE | THROUGHOUT THE YEAR | ALWAYS OFFER TO HELP F VIEW IS HEARD

CALLED THE PINK SLIP — | AND INVITE THEM
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