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‘Socio-economic factors determine
voting pattern of minorities’

NLSIU holds semina

Special Cortespoendent

BANGALORE: The voting pat-
tern of minority communities
is determined by a variety of
socio-economic - factors and
political conlext of specific
elections rather than a tend-
ency to vote en-bloc on the
basis of religious identity
alone, said Sandeep Shastri,
political analyst and Pro Vice-
Chancellor of Jain
University.

He was speaking at a semi-
nar on ‘Religious Minorities
and Politics: The Karnataka
Perspective’ here on Sunday,
organise by the Centre for the
Study of Social Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy, National
Law School of India
University

Frof. Shastri pointed that
as many as 21 of the Assembly
constituencies (9 per cent)
have more than 20 per cent
Muslim volers, but few
amoeng them have elected a
Muslim MLA in the last elec
tion. Bijapur vity, which has
40 per cent Muslim volers,
does not have a Muslim MLA

He pointed out that in the
Lok Sabha elections of 2009,
an estimated 68 per cent of
minorities voted tor Congress
as opposed o 55 per cent in
2004, Support for the Con-
gress among Muslins is large
in rural arcas and support for
the ]”\.’:r}lliy;l Janata Parly
among them isan urban, mid-
dle-class phenomenon, he
added.

Speaking on the question of
political representation  of
Muslims, Prof. Shastri said it
had never been in keeping
with the population size, Al
its best, following the 1078
elections, 6,1 per cent of the
MLAs were Muslims, which s
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ANALYSING A TREND: (From left) Vaieria Rodrigues, political scientist, JNU:
Abdul Aziz, visiting professor, CSSELP, NLSIU; S. Japhet, director, CSSELP;
and Sandecp Shastri, Pro Vice-Chencellor. Jain University, at a seminar in

Bangelore on Sunday.
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* ‘Lingayats, Vokkaligas have had an average
presence of 33 p.c. and 24.4 p.c. since 1962’

* ‘Ministerial berths too have eluded Musli

still not proportionate to the
|><_>pn];|t 1011 size

The average presence of
Muslims in the Assembly
since 1952 has heen 3.5 per
cent and other minorities, 1.3
percent, he said

He counter-posed it with
the dosiinant cammunities of
Lingayats and Vokkaligas,
who have bad an average
presence of 33 per cenl and
24.4 per cent.since 1962 to
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now, adding up to 574 per
cenl

Prof. Shastri said that min-
isterial berths too had eluded
Muslims, especially those re
parded as the top five port
folios. There has not been a

sing
Cabincts, he added, unprece
dented in the history of Kar
nataka since the time of the
late S, Nijalingappa,

Semor journalist  Dinesh

Minister in the last two

Amin Mattu argued that po-
litical representation
not necessarily translate to
political power. People from
Dalit communities, who had
managed to find political rep-
resenfation thanlks to reser
valion, were not necessarily
palilic ally powerful, he add-
ed

[he former Minister and
Congress leader B.K. Chan
drashekar said Muslims tor
day lacked o sense of security,
with educated youth from the
community being rounded up
by the police on tevror charg
es, He said there wasaneed to
instil a sense of security in the
community
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