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India has become
election-only
democracy: Guha

Svarr RerORTER

seMtaLbE: “The ldea that 2
large and complex couniry
like [ndis could gn straisht
inte electhns seemed an
amazing kdea to policymaks
er< and the poblic. Yet the
frat eloctions wese SQO0ESES-
ful, and continne to be fee
anil fair toclay,” said historkan
Ramachandra Guha oo
Sunday.

. He was speaking heve at a
paned discussion on ‘Tndian
Demecracy:  Looking for-
ward. looking back’, orga-
nesed by the [4in University
and Lokwith Centre of the
Centre for the Sty of De-
veloping Societies (CSDS),
[ralhi; o e gocasion of the
With vear of the siiAmer
school.

 Speaking about how the
flest elections were met with
ineredulity, Me Guba said
that the quality of discourse
andl debate In India befwem
clections had reduced from
the initial post-Independ-
ence days,

“India s become an chec-
tion-ondy  demneracy,” e
said, ponting to the fall n

gtandards in  polics  and:

judiciary

Ashutosh  Varshowey, an-
ot her panelbse, too rised the
questicn whether or not L=

The idea that a large
and complex country
ke India could go
straight into
glections seemed an
amazing ideato
policymakers and
the public: Yet the
first elections wera
siccessul, and
continue
lo be free
and fair
today
Ramachandra
Guha,

Historian

dia had a dermocracy be-
sween elections, Suhas Pal-
shikar tried to look at the
question of where demoora-
oy went fram the present
gimation,

“The whiole concept of na-
tinn is undergoing @ change
ir the Last 2 years,” he sapd
Avound 200 students and
staff of Jain University and
stphents of the summer
schoal were present.




