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The month of August was indeed special for us at JAIN. Towards the end of the month we had the University 
Convocation at which more than 100 researchers from the University formally received their Research de-
grees. They were indeed lucky to receive it from India's celebrated 'rocket-man' Dr. K. Sivan. Dr. Sivan en-
couraged them not to be satisfied with the 'run of the mill' but to strive to be different. For this, he said, they 
must be willing to fail, and learn from failures. Convocations are always a joy to attend. As those due to re-
ceive their degrees greet you with a smile on their face and a twinkle in their eyes, they are so very eager to 
introduce their parents and spouses and some cases their children. The smile on the faces of these close rela-
tives is ever bigger than the one getting their degree! This explains the support our scholars get from their fam-
ilies to pursue their research. They also thus rejoice in the achievement of the recipient.   
 
This is a constant reminder to all of us that the trials and suc-
cesses of our research journeys is something so many others 
share in. Here is wishing those who got their degrees, all the 
best in their second research innings! We often reserve our 
best for the second round as compared to the first! We wel-
come the newest Alumni and hope to read their contributions 
on the Alumni page of THINKLET.   
 
The last month also saw the 2019 batch of Ph.D. and M.Phil 
researchers formally joining the programme and commencing 
their course work. Watching a new batch come in is by itself 
a great learning experience. Their enthusiasm, energy, posi-
tivity and yearning to learn is truly contagious. Drawn from 
diverse backgrounds with a range of experiences, they truly 
enrich the classroom dialogue and make every moment of the 
interaction stimulating and enriching. Welcome to this new 
batch as they join the THINKLET readers community. I am 
sure many of them will contribute to future issues of our 
Newsletter.  

MMessage from the Pro Vice-Chancellor 

Inside this Issue   

Report on the 9th Convocation Pg 2-3 

Article by Ragini A R Pg 4 

Article by Dr. Meera Rajaram Pg 5  

Article by Dr. Soumya Ravikumar Pg 6 

Article by Dr. Vani R Pg 7 

Article by Dr. Anil Kumar C. Pg 8 

Report on the Inaugural Program 
of the M.Phil and Ph.D batch 2019 

Pg 9 

Alumni Page Pg 10-11 

Achievements and Publications  Pg 12 

Responses to Thinklet Pg 12 



Page  2 

         Report on 9th Annual Convocation 
 
The 9th annual convocation of JAIN (Deemed-to-be) University was held at Chowdaiah Memorial Hall, on 26th Au-
gust. The chief guest for the evening was Dr. K. Sivan, Secretary, Department of Space, and Chairman, Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). The programme began with an invocation and was followed by a welcome address 
by the University Vice-Chancellor Dr. N. Sundararajan, where he enlisted the achievements of the University faculty 
members and scholars over the past year. In his convocation address, Dr. K. Sivan addressed the graduating students 
and asked them to be innovative. He elaborated that we all need to surround ourselves with inspirational leaders, not 
to emulate but to be inspired to innovate, and not to let go of ‘crazy ideas’ because that is where most of the innova-
tions come from. Dr. Chenraj Roychand, President of JAIN Group of Institutions also spoke to the students about 
taking a small idea and making it big.  
 
This year, 27 M.Phil scholars and 103 Ph.D scholars were awarded their degrees. Select candidates were also award-
ed with Gold Medals and Rank Certificates. Among the Doctoral Scholars, Dr. Anil Kumar C. (Electronics Engi-
neering) was awarded the Best Ph.D Scholar, and Dr. Soumya Ravikumar (Biotechnology) received the Best Woman 
Ph.D Scholar. Ms. Ragini A.R (Music) received the JAIN University Gold Medal for M.Phil. 
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My Research Journey 
         

Joining a research program for me was not a decision I made overnight. Coming from a family of musicians, I was 
always deeply connected to my passion in Carnatic music. It was a natural progression to think of a research pro-
gram for my music journey post my Masters in Music that I chose to pursue, breaking away from corporate world. I 
sought Jain University for this journey as it offered me the best combination of my guide, teachers and facilities. 
 
The experience of being a research scholar here, was exceptional. The research methodology classes which could 
have been so difficult otherwise, were very insightfully conducted by the lecturers. With so much attention to detail, 
collaborative peer learning, developmental workshops, it helped me focus undeterred. The ‘so what’  question posed 
in the class by Dr. Shastri, always lingered when it was time to move ahead with the research topic. I was fortunate 
to have my guide Dr. Meera Rajaram, who was ever patient, encouraging, supportive of my thoughts and facilitated 
learning, stressing on humility all along . 
 
Family and friends played a pivotal role, helping me in times of need and aiding my passion to study. Juggling time 
between engaging kids productively, family time and to progress with research journey needed time management, 
which I learnt from my past experience working with corporates and non-profits. 
 
The wise opine “Success is a journey and not a destination”. In all this, the aim was not to work for standing first or 
securing a gold medal academically, but to work persistently through my research topic along with the best. The big 
win here, about securing the first place is the encouragement and the support I have got, to pursue my passion which 
will keep me motivated as I step into a next phase of perseverant journey towards doctoral studies. 
 

Ragini  A R  
M.Phil Gold Medalist in Music 

Email: ranusanath@gmail.com 
 

Ms. Ragini A.R. receiving the Award 
and Degree at the Convocation 
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M.Phil Gold Medal for Music  
 

In the recent years, we have had many young musicians from different educational backgrounds, who are very pas-
sionate and curious to explore the subject enter into the research fields. Ragini A R, an engineer in Electronics and 
Communication, who worked in TCS for more than eight years in project management, quit her job to continue her 
passion in music research. She was my student during her post-graduation course in Music at Bangalore Universi-
ty. She later joined the M.Phil programme at JAIN University, where I was assigned as her Guide. Her topic of re-
search was ‘Geyaprabandhas of the 17th Century Mysore Composers’. The unpublished Geyaprabandhas were in 
the manuscripts form written in old Kannada script.  
 
Ragini analysed in detail the two major works composed by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar and his minister Tirumalarya 
and gave a practical approach to them. Since the music of 17th century is not available due to poor documentation, 
with the help of raga and tala mentioned in the manuscripts, Ragini composed the music for some of the songs. 
This would be a great contribution to the field of art and culture as Geyaprabandhas, the musical treasure of My-
sore is yet to come into limelight. The songs with their lyrical analysis from the angle of prosody, rhetoric and phil-
osophical aspects opens up a wide spectrum of unheard compositions for musicians and dancers, who in turn can 
introduce these works on stage and make this research productive. 
 
 Ragini’s previous experience of working in a technical field has helped in her application skills and time manage-
ment, be it in following the methodology or presentations. I congratulate Ragini for securing a Gold Medal in 
M.Phil program.   

Dr Meera Rajaram 
Research Guide in Music 

Email: meerarajaram@hotmail.com 

Dr. Meera Rajaram with Ms. Ragini A.R. 
 
Photo Courtesy Ms. Ragini A.R 
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Experience of an Alumni Medalist 
 
 
My Ph.D journey in the field of Biotechnology started off on quite an unconventional note as I was initially unsure 
about what awaited me during this journey. I still remember the first day at the School of Sciences, sitting in a room 
with all the guides, trying to make up our minds as to who we would like to work with. It was a no-brainer for me as 
my priority was to ensure that I worked with animal or human models and hence, I chose to work with Dr. Vani.  
 
The process of doing a Ph.D can be extremely daunting and it's possible to feel quite lost through it. I was lucky and 
blessed to have my guide, the faculty and my colleagues to assist me whenever I needed it. I have stumbled, fallen, 
gotten up and moved forward thanks to the constant support from my guide and faculty, Dr. Sandeep Shastri and my 
family. All the disagreements, disappointments and tough times do not compare to the joy and fulfillment that I 
have felt upon completion of my Ph.D. The end of the defense seemed like quite an accomplishment but getting the 
degree in one's hand is an achievement of another kind and feels like one has scaled a great height and reached the 
top. If feels like all the hard work has paid off and that my small contribution to the scientific community has been 
recognized. Moreover, being bestowed the Best Research Scholar for the year was completely unexpected and hum-
bling at the same time. It is a standard due to which I now have more motivation and determination to succeed in all 
phases of my life.  
 
My Ph.D journey at JAIN has been an incredibly wonderful and inspiring journey. It has definitely equipped me 
with skills and motivation for the future. I am indebted and honoured to all who played a role in this process and am 
forever grateful for the opportunity to work and learn from all of you.  
 
Thank you 

Dr. Soumya Ravikumar 
Alumni Medalist for the Best Woman Ph.D 

Email: soumya1487@gmail.com  

Dr. Soumya Ravikumar receiving the 
Award and Degree at the Convocation 
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Guide Speak 
 
 
Every teacher takes pride in his/her student’s achievements. I feel extremely elated that my first Ph.D student,        
Dr. Soumya Ravikumar is conferred with the Alumni Award for Best Ph.D. I thank JAIN University for this          
recognition. This is an acknowledgement of the hard work and dedication of both the student and guide towards their 
research. 
 
My research journey from 2011 as a Ph.D Guide, with Dr.Soumya as my first Ph.D student has been memorable and 
satisfying. She had complete confidence in my approach towards research and work ethics. Moreover she had the 
qualities of an ideal student such as dedication, sincerity, perseverance and good reasoning skills. She also had       
excellent presentation and writing abilities, which was showcased during Research Retreats where she received Best 
Presentation awards in Biotechnology in 2015 and 2017. Dr. Soumya was also a DST-Inspire Fellow (2012-17). 
  
Although Soumya did not have prior exposure to this area of research in Oxidative Stress Biology, she worked      
meticulously towards her research objectives and was successful in contributing to the field of blood banking. I con-
gratulate Dr. Soumya for her achievements and believe that she completely deserves this recognition. 
 

Dr. Vani R 
Associate Professor at Dept. of Biotechnology 

Email: vani.rs@jainuniversity.ac.in  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Vani R. with Dr. Soumya Ravikumar 
 
Photo Courtesy Dr. Soumya Ravikumar 
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Journey of Ground to Gold!! 
Being honest, my journey towards the research accomplishment and submission of thesis was not easy. In fact it was 
an up-hill drive, right from the moment when the spark of research was ignited which was initiated in January 2013, 
till I successfully defended my thesis in November 2018. This journey was full of transformations and reformations 
in many aspects of my life. At the same time, research demanded efforts for every challenge I came across. 
 
The biggest challenge was database collection and searching for suitable reference materials to it. Since my field of 
research is speech signal processing, I found that very few are working in this domain and many experts were in  
premier institutes, who were not easily accessible. In this critical phase of research, the boon and icebreaker was the 
Research Retreat from university which had a remarkable influence in the field of my research, since it streamlined 
my research as specific outcome. Above all, I am grateful to the Dr. Mythili P. Rao and her team, who sowed the 
seeds of right determination in me. The magical power behind me who enhanced my level of energy as a booster 
along with my family and parents, is my guide Dr. Manjunatha. He gave me confidence in all the phases of my re-
search, whenever I was lacking it. 
 
The golden words which I learnt from Dr. Shastri were “if you solve a problem today, another problem will be wait-
ing at the door” which has strongly influenced me to think and made to take up challenges. Indeed, I was not alone 
to start journey. There were many friends who started the journey together. Research meetings during the time of   
publishing research work were crucial and the most alarming parameter. Fortunately, this university has gifted hands 
with eminent personality, Dr. N Thangadurai for channelization into reputed referred journals. Despite all the odds, I 
am certain about one thing that to achieve success far ahead, we need to narrow down the research topic. As per uni-
versity protocol, synopsis presentation in front of an expert panel helped me as the stepping stone to great achieve-
ment today. Though it was challenging, I am glad that JAIN University made me understand the importance of pre-
submission colloquium which was a magnificent output. The entire journey was an excellent learning experience. 
Now, I am more energized and charged to take up innovations which would work by utilising best in me. 
 
Thank you JAIN University! Proud to be Jainite!! 

Dr.Anil Kumar. C 
Shastri Foundation Gold Medalist for Best Ph.D  

Email: canilkumarc22@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Anil Kumar C receiving the Award 
and Degree at the Convocation 
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  Inauguration of the M.Phil and Ph.D Programme - Batch of       
August 2019 

 
The inauguration of the new batch of M.Phil and Ph.D Research Scholars took place on 23rd August 2019, at the 
J.P. Nagar campus of JAIN (Deemed-to-be) University. The programme started with an invocation to God which 
was followed by Welcome Remarks by Dr. Mythili P. Rao, Research Coordinator. The course programme was 
then introduced by Dr. Sandeep Shastri, Pro-VC of the University. Dr. N. Sundararajan, addressed the Research 
Scholars and encouraged them to set high standards for themselves. Deans and Guides of the University also shed 
light on the research course. Some M.Phil students continuing with their Ph.D at JAIN also spoke about their ex-
periences. The Master of Ceremonies for this event was Dr. Priyanca Mathur Velath, Associate Professor, and the 
Vote of Thanks was delivered by Dr. Reetika Syal, Assistant Professor, JAIN. 

Thinklet welcomes all the Research Scholars and wish them All the Best in their Research Journey! 

Glimpses of the Inaugural Program on 23rd August 2019 
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Alumni Page 
 

My Life After JAIN  
 

M.Phil at JAIN has helped me in different ways for my professional career. Right after JAIN, I joined Chinbridge    
Institute (Center for Research and Social Studies), Myanmar, founded with the objective of bridging the gap in edu-
cation. I work there as a Research Director. Chinbridge is the first ever Research Center that takes social research in 
Chin State, Myanmar, seriously.  
 
At Chinbridge, I am leading projects that would contribute to democracy, peace and harmony. Among them are:  

1.Democracy Studies, aimed to produce active, informed and thoughtful citizens. 
2.Diploma in Political Science and Public Administration  
3.RIPE: Art-informed dissemination of our research report on “People and Parliament”. 
4.Research Fellow Program: 14 young researchers (students and teachers) across Chin State will be equipped 

with Research Methodology and they will produce mini-research reports on higher education in Chin State. 
5.Political Studies: We support Chin Institute of Social Science (CISS), Falam, Chin State by leading this sub-

ject. 
   

With regard to professional and personal development, I have attended a number of trainings and conferences in-
cluding International Conference on Cohesive Society (ICCS) at Singapore in June 2019. I have also been invited to 
present a paper on Secularism and Ethnic Conflict at the International Conference on Myanmar Studies. What 
makes me feel fulfilled the most is publishing an article in a recognised journal. My article titled, “Secularism and 
Religious Nationalism: A Historical Study of Ethnic Conflict in Myanmar” has been published by the Indonesian 
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies. Till date, my article stands as the most viewed article of the journal. This is the 
start of fulfilling my childhood dream of becoming a scholar.  
 

 
Ram Hlei Thang 

Alumni, JAIN University 
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Alumni Page 
 

Dr. Rituparna Tewari has been awarded the International Research Peace Award 2019 for her article titled 
“Dissemination and characterisation of Escherichia coli producing extended-spectrum β-lactamases, AmpC β-
lactamases and metallo-β-lactamases from livestock and poultry in Northeast India: A molecular surveillance ap-
proach”. She has also been awarded the Best Researcher in Antimicrobial Resistance by the International Journal for 
Research Under Literal Access in association with World research Council and United Medical Council.  

  
 

Dr. Amit Kumar Tiwari has completed 10 courses on In-
tellectual Property from the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO) Academy Geneva, Switzerland, 
which is the centre of excellence for intellectual property 
(IP) education and training. 
 
Dr. Tiwari is also the Head of Intellectual Property at the 
Symbiosis Centre for Research and Innovation (SCRI) at 
Symbiosis International (Deemed University) in Lavale, 
Pune. 
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Achievements and Publications  
  

Dr. Priyanca Mathur Velath, Associate Professor, Centre for Research in Social Sciences and Education 
(CERSSE), and Coordinator, Centre for Public Policy and Governance, JAIN, has been invited to join the Wom-
en’s Regional Network as an Associate Member. Women’s Regional Network is a network of women civil society 
leaders working together to advance women’s rights and regional peace in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India.  
 
Jagannatha V,  Ph.D Scholar in Civil Engineering, presented a paper “Role of Space Technology in Disaster 
Management : Agenda and Action plans” at the Planetary Defense Conference (PDC19) in Maryland University 
Washington DC, USA during April 29 to May 03, 2019. He was also a jury member at the 43rd KSCST at KLE 
College, Belagavi, where 12 Civil Engineering and Environmental projects of IISc students were presented on 
July 26th 2019. Further, Mr. Jagannatha has been nominated as Chairman/Convener for an International Sympo-
sium on Space and Society at the 43rd Indian Social Science Congress. This symposium will be held in January 
2020.  

 Responses to Thinklet 
Jagannatha V  
 
Each segment of the Thinklet  newsletter is filled with vibrant experiences worth emulating and learning. 

Team Thinklet 
 
Editors: Dr. Priyanca Mathur and Dr. Reetika Syal 
Consulting Editor: Dr. Mythili P. Rao 
 
Editorial Assistance: Ms. Prarthana Singh 
 
Phone: 080-43430400 
Mail articles to:  thinklet@jainuniversity.ac.in 

 
ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE SHOULD BE SENT 
BY 20th September 2019 OF NOT MORE THAN 

250 WORDS 
 
 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME, E-MAIL AD-
DRESS AND THE KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN OF 

YOUR INTEREST. 

This month’s comic has been sent by Sivaram S., Research Scholar in Cultural Studies  


