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Minutes of the 32nd Meeting of the Academic Council,  

held on Saturday, 5th October, 2019 at 2.30 pm in the University Office. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The following members were present :  
 
1. Dr. N. Sundararajan, Vice Chancellor, JU     - Chairman, AC 
2. Dr. Sandeep Shastri, Pro Vice Chancellor, JU 
3. Dr. Easwaran Iyer, Dean, Faculty of Commerce, JU 
4. Dr. Mythili P. Rao, Dean, Languages, JU 
5. Dr. S.A. Hariprasad, Director, SET, JU 
6. Prof. K.R. Sridhara Murthi, Director, Academics & Planning, JU 
7. Dr. Dinesh Nilkant, Dean, Faculty of Management, JU 
8. Dr. Vasu B.A., Director, School of Commerce, JU 
9. Dr. K.N. Varalakshmi, Director, School of Sciences B-I, JU 
10. Dr. Rajani Jairam, Dean, Student welfare, JU 
11. Dr. Bhaskar Dixit, Director, FCRC, JU 
12. Dr. Geetha Balakrishna, Director, CNMS, JU  
13. Dr. Rajan K E Varghese, Director, Faculty of Law, JU 
14. Prof. N.S. Manjunath, Controller of Examinations, JU 
15. Dr. Srividya Shivakumar, Department of Microbiology, CPGS, JU 
16. Dr. N. Shanthi, Department of Physics, CPGS, JU 
17. Major Dr. Rekha Sinha, Director, School of HSS, JU 
18. Dr. Benaka Prasad, Department of Basic Sciences, SET, JU 
19. Dr. B.R. Rao, Department of Management, CMS B School, JU 
20. Dr. Xavier V.K., Department of PG Studies in Economics, SHSS, JU 
21. Col. TNC Vijayasarathy VSM, Department of Mind Management, JU 
22. Dr. B T Venkatesh, Advisor, Examinations Unit, JU 
23. Shri. H.N. Manjunath, Chief Librarian, JU 
24. Dr. N V H Krishnan, Registrar, JU      - Member Secretary, AC 
 
External Members : 
25. Dr. R. Natarajan, Former Chairman, AICTE and Former Director, IIT-M 
26. Dr. J Gururaja, Former Adviser, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, GOI and Former Senior 

Adviser, United Nations, New York 
27. Dr. M.J. Vinod, Professor, Department of Political Science, Bangalore University 
 
Special Invitees : 
28. Dr. R.N. Iyengar, Director CAHC & Distinguished Emeritus Professor, JU  
29. Dr. Antonio Davis, Director in charge, IIAEM, JU 
30. Dr. S Ghosal, Dean, School of Design, JU  
31. Dr. M. N. Nachappa, Professor and Head, School of CS&IT, JU  
32. Dr. Parthasarathi R, Deputy CoE, JU  
33. Dr. Gopalakrishna K, Deputy CoE, JU  
34. Mr. Nayaz Ahmed, CEO, Jain University Incubation Centre 
 
Leave of Absence Intimated : 
1. Shri. A.K. Vora, Chairman, TATADLT, Pune & Former Director, Tata Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
2. Dr. M.C. Radhakrishna, Professor (retd.) & Former Chairman, Dept of Physics, Bangalore 

University 
3. Dr. Mithileshwar Jha, Pro Vice Chancellor, JU 
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4. Prof. K.S. Shantamani, Chief Mentor, JGI 
5. Dr. Harold Andrew Patrick, Dean, Academics, CMS Business School, JU 
6. Dr. Asha Rajiv, Director, School of Sciences B-II & Director, IQAC, JU 
7. Dr. Shankar UV, Director, Sports, JU 
8. Dr. Arathi Sudarshan, Department of Mathematics, SGS, JU 
9. Ms. Anitha Abraham, Department of Microbiology, SGS, JU 
10. Prof. V. Achutha, Department of Computer Science, JU 
11. Dr. Rajdeep Manwani, Department of Commerce, JU 
12. Dr. Arvind Kumar, Department of Hindi, JU 
13. Shri. M.S. Santhosh, Joint Registrar, JU 
14. Shri. Udaya Kumar Soori, Deputy Registrar, JU 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Chairman extended a warm welcome to all the members and special invitees to the 32nd 

Meeting of the Academic Council. 

 

The Chairman took up the agenda items for discussion. 

 

 

Agenda item No. 1 - Confirmation of the minutes of the 31st meeting held on  

27th July, 2019. 

 

The Chairman informed that the copy of the minutes was circulated to all the members 

and that there were no suggestions / observations received in this matter. He requested 

the members to confirm the minutes of the last meeting. 

 

The members confirmed the minutes of the 31st meeting of the Academic Council held on 

27th July, 2019. 

 

 

Agenda item no. 2 : Action Taken Report : 

 

The Chairman mentioned that the following action plans have been initiated which were 

approved by the Academic Council in the last meeting : 

 

(i) Action plans for extension of Outcome Based Education for non-professional 

academic programmes implemented and 

(ii) Follow-up of the new UGC Regulations and Evaluation Reforms – awareness 

creation. 

  

Members noted the action taken. 
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Agenda item no. 3 : Discussion items : 

 

Agenda item no. 3.1 : Approval of Modified / New Regulations for academic programmes 

2019-20. 

 

The Director (Academics and Planning) informed that the following Regulations for the 

on-going academic programmes have been updated : 

 

 Uniform Regulations for UG programmes 

 Uniform Regulations for PG programmes  

 Regulations for B.Tech programmes 

 Regulations for M.Tech programmes  

 Regulations for MBA programmes 

 Regulations for MCA programmes 

 

He mentioned that the above modified versions comprehensively incorporate all 

changes that were effected and adopted earlier for these programmes owing to the 

renewal of the programmes on introduction of the Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) 

or compliance with guidelines of UGC / AICTE. The updated copies of the Regulations 

have been circulated to the members for perusal.  

 

Dr. Mythili P Rao suggested that in the uniform Regulations for UG programmes, 

Foreign languages offered as electives for the students may be indicated in the para no. 

2.1 along with Indian languages that are also offered to them. 

 

Dr. M.J. Vinod observed the attendance parameters are distinct for UG and PG 

Regulations. He appreciated the need for more weightage of attendance to UG 

students, as PG students will be oriented towards seminars, presentations and other 

activities. 

 

The Director (Academics and Planning) also informed that the following are the new 

Regulations for the academic programmes for the AY 2019-20 : 

 

 Regulations for B.Des programmes 

 Regulations for M.Des programmes 

 

These new Regulations have been proposed for Bachelor of Design (B.Des.) and Master 

of Design (M.Des.) programmes, having regard to the innovations in pedagogy and 

programme design. He informed that new Regulations for B.Des and M.Des have been 

drafted to strictly adhere to the AICTE norms. The copies of the new Regulations have 

been circulated to the members for perusal.  
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Dr. Ghosal briefly highlighted on the assessment of the subjects which fall under the 

categories of skill, studio, theory and projects. The student is evaluated intensively by 

jury, whereby the jury consists of at least one faculty member from the subject specific 

discipline and two faculty members from other disciplines. He also highlighted that the 

Regulations also specify things that are not to be designed in the D-School, from ethical 

point of view. 

 

Dr. Gururaja suggested to create an awareness mechanism to convey the Regulations 

to the students in a comprehensive manner. 

 

The Chairman stated that all the suggestions given by the members will be taken into 

consideration and requested them to approve the Regulations. There are three aspects 

which need to be given attention to as follows : (a) important role of implementation, 

(b) harmony and compliance with higher regulations and (c) an independent monitoring 

system. 

 

Members approved the modified / new regulations of the academic programmes for the 

AY 2019-20. 

 

 

Agenda item no. 3.2 : Accomplishments of the Research / Innovation Centres post 

accreditation. 

 

The Chairman informed the members that a special agenda has been prepared to 

discuss on the research activities undertaken by our University post accreditation, by 

the NAAC during July 2017. He requested the Heads of the following Research / 

Innovation Centres to make presentations and the members to have an open discussion 

and interaction : 

 

 

(i) Centre for Nano and Material Sciences (CNMS) 

(ii)  Fire and Combustion Research Centre (FCRC) 

(iii) International Institute for Aerospace Engineering and Management (IIAEM) 

(iv)  Centre for Research in Social Sciences and Education (CERSSE) 

(v)  Centre for Ancient History and Culture (CAHC) 

(vi) Research at Centre for Post Graduate Studies (CPGS) 

(vii)  Jain University Incubation Centre (JUIC) 
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Centre for Nano and Material Sciences (CNMS) : 

 

Dr. Geetha Balakrishna made a presentation with regard to the Centre for Nano and 

Material Sciences (CNMS). She highlighted on the areas of Doctoral Research 

programmes, facilities used for the research, projects, research collaborations and 

research outputs by researchers of the centre. External Members at the outset highly 

appreciated and commended the extensive research accomplishments particularly in 

nationally important areas like Energy, Water and Health by the centre. 

 

Responding to the challenge of sustaining the momentum of research, Dr. Natarajan 

suggested to explore for sponsorships and fellowships from Indian National Academy of 

Engineering (INAE) and Indian National Science Academy (INSA). He also mentioned to 

continue focus on high quality research as suggested in the draft National Education 

Policy, 2019 through interdisciplinary / multidisciplinary approach. 

 

Dr. Gururaja expressed on the following three important aspects to be considered for 

further growth of research : (i) Communicating the research work to outsiders through 

a competent spokesperson to reduce such burden on R&D resource persons, (ii) Pursue 

other avenues to mobilize resources particularly where large funding is visible (such as 

solar energy field) and (iii) Seek funds as donations for corpus build up & developing 

strategy to access international collaborations. 

 

Members highly appreciated the research work done and the facilities available at the 

CNMS. 

 

Fire and Combustion Research Centre (FCRC) : 

 

Dr. Bhaskar Dixit made a presentation with regard to the Fire and Combustion Research 

Centre (FCRC). He highlighted on the Facilities utilized for the Research activities, State 

of the art indoor fire testing Lab, Projects, Research collaborations and Research 

outputs the Centre. 

 

Dr. Natarajan suggested to look for collaborations with The Combustion Institute, which 

is an international scientific & engineering society that promotes research in 

combustion science, for attractive research proposals. He also suggested to conduct 

research in propulsion along with NAL / GTRE – Combustion Group. Dr. Bhaskar Dixit 

clarified that the centre has already established contacts with The Combustion Institute 

and shall pursue regarding research proposals.  

 

Dr. Gururaja stressed to consider research work in areas of contemporary interest like 

forest fires and also other aspects connected to fire hazards in automobiles. 
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Members were also highly appreciative of unique nature of research and industry 

interface activities carried out by the FCRC. 

 

International Institute for Aerospace Engineering and Management (IIAEM) : 

 

Dr. Antonio Davis made a presentation with regard to the International Institute for 

Aerospace Engineering and Management (IIAEM). He highlighted on the innovative 

academic programmes, facilities utilized for the research activities, projects, research 

collaborations and research outputs by researchers of the centre. 

 

Dr. Natarajan suggested to take up research activities in the area of Micro Air Vehicles 

(MAVs) and Technology projects sponsored by the Society of Automotive Engineers 

(SAE). He contemplated on the challenge of placement of future batches of students 

from IIAEM and insisted that the students should be updated with additional skills in 

software / coding etc. 

 

Dr. Gururaja mentioned that the demands for research to be explored and proposals 

should be generated with request for grants. Research should be demand driven and 

innovative in nature. 

 

Members appreciated various research activities at IIAEM specifically on structural 

health monitoring and focus on aviation safety. 

 

Centre for Research in Social Sciences and Education (CERSSE) : 

 

Dr. Sandeep Shastri made a presentation with regard to the Centre for Research in 

Social Sciences and Education (CERSSE). He highlighted on the thrust areas of research, 

projects, consultancies, research collaborations and research outputs by researchers of 

the centre. He also informed that a book authored by him titled “Lal Bahadur Shastri – 

Politics and Beyond” is going to be released on 17th October in Delhi and 25th October, 

2019 in Bengaluru. 

 

Dr. Natarajan suggested to approach MS Ramaiah Public Policy Center (RPPC) and 

Institute for Social & Economic Change (ISEC) for association. He also suggested that the 

centre should pursue on Liberal studies. Dr. Sandeep Shastri clarified that the centre 

has already established contacts with RPPC & ISEC and shall look to establish further 

research proposals. He also clarified that the centre is responsible for handling Generic 

Electives in academic programmes across the disciplines.  
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Dr. Gururaja suggested to undertake projects on democracy / governance policy in 

India, with a global appeal, i.e. Democratic Liberalism, for example. 

 

The Members expressed appreciation for the preeminent position which the centre has 

achieved in the social sciences research and its extensive collaborative endeavors. 

 

Centre for Ancient History and Culture (CAHC) : 

 

Dr. R.N. Iyengar made a presentation with regard to the Centre for Ancient History and 

Culture (CAHC). He highlighted on the thrust areas of research and research outputs by 

researchers of the centre. He also informed that Jain University Press had published a 

book called “Narada Silpasastra” - an Ancient Sanskrit text on Architectural Civil 

Engineering authored by Prof. R. N. Iyengar, assisted by his colleagues, Dr. K. S. Kannan 

and Dr. S. Y. Wakankar and the book was released during June, 2018. 

 

Members appreciated the research work with regard to documentation of ancient 

literature at CAHC and Dr. Gururaja suggested that its authenticity is highly valuable 

and should be enhanced. 

 

Research at Centre for Post Graduate Studies (CPGS) : 

 

Dr. Varalakshmi made a presentation with regard to research activities of the School of 

Sciences Block I - Centre for Post Graduate Studies (CPGS). She highlighted on the areas 

of Doctoral Research programmes, thrust areas of research – Physical Sciences and Life 

Sciences, facilities used for the research, projects, research collaborations and research 

outputs by researchers of the centre. She informed that Dr. B.S. Kumudini has been 

awarded the Smt. Guman Devi Verma Memorial Best Woman Scientist Award – 2019 

(Commendation) by the Indian Society of Mycology and Plant Pathology.  

 

Members appreciated the award recipient and for the conduct of high quality research 

work in addition to the academic programmes at CPGS. 

 

Jain University Incubation Centre (JUIC) : 

 

Mr. Nayaz Ahmed made a presentation on Jain University Incubation Centre (JUIC) and 

Chenraj Roychand Centre for Entrepreneurship (CRCE). He highlighted on 

entrepreneurship, education & Research, Technology Business Incubation on various 

business verticals, major activities like nationwide Makeathon - a 36-hour design, 

coding and implementation and Hackathon – creating socially relevant innovative ideas. 
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Dr. Gururaja suggested to have a focused marketing by inculcating industrialists to 

invest in startups. He also suggested to utilize the knowledge in other centres of the 

University for incubating ideas for innovations. 

 

Members appreciated the efforts made for commercializing R&D outputs through 

technology business incubation at the JUIC. 

 

The Chairman remarked that the exclusive discussions on the research / innovative 

activities have given an opportunity for all to know the extensive research being taken in 

the University. This brainstorming session and suggestions by the expert members shall 

enhance the quality in research of the University. He thanked all for the active 

participation. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.3 : To approve the Revision of Curriculum of the PhD Programme for AY 

2019-20. 

 
Dr. Sandeep Shastri presented the Curriculum revised for the following 32 PhD 

specializations by the concerned Boards of Studies:  

 
1. Doctor of Philosophy (Aerospace Engineering)  
2. Doctor of Philosophy (Civil Engineering)  
3. Doctor of Philosophy (Computer Science and Engineering)  
4. Doctor of Philosophy (Electrical Engineering)  
5. Doctor of Philosophy (Electronics Engineering)  
6. Doctor of Philosophy (Mechanical Engineering)  
7. Doctor of Philosophy (Economics)  
8. Doctor of Philosophy (English)  
9. Doctor of Philosophy (Hindi)  
10. Doctor of Philosophy (Sanskrit)  
11. Doctor of Philosophy (Biochemistry)  
12. Doctor of Philosophy (Biotechnology)  
13. Doctor of Philosophy (Chemistry)  
14. Doctor of Philosophy (Computer Science and Information Technology) 
15. Doctor of Philosophy (Mathematics)  
16. Doctor of Philosophy (Microbiology)  
17. Doctor of Philosophy (Physics)  
18. Doctor of Philosophy (Psychology)  
19. Doctor of Philosophy (Commerce)  
20. Doctor of Philosophy (Management)  
21. Doctor of Philosophy (Political Science)  
22. Doctor of Philosophy (Kannada)  
23. Doctor of Philosophy (Music) 
24. Doctor of Philosophy (Culture Studies) 
25. Doctor of Philosophy (Life Sciences - Botany)  
26. Doctor of Philosophy (Visual Arts) 
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27. Doctor of Philosophy (Life Sciences - Zoology) 
28. Doctor of Philosophy (Nanotechnology) 
29. Doctor of Philosophy (Dance) 
30. Doctor of Philosophy (Public Policy and Governance) 
31. Doctor of Philosophy (Mass Communication) 
32. Doctor of Philosophy (Forensic Science) 

 
Dr. Shastri briefly explained the recommendations made by the respective BoS on the 

changes made in Syllabus for the Courses on Research Methodology, Core Paper and 

Specialization Paper 1 and Specialization Paper 2 that are offered in the PhD 

Programmes. 

 
After due consideration, the Academic Council approved the revised Curriculum for the 

PhD programme which are effective from the academic year 2019-20. 

 

 

Agenda item no. 4: Reporting Items : 

 

Agenda item no. 4.1 : Conduct of Academic and Administrative Audit (AAA) - AYs 2017-18 

& 2018-19 on 16th October, 2019. 

 

The Chairman informed the members that both UGC and NAAC have prescribed 

Academic and Administrative Audit involving internal and external reviews of the 

institutional processes as an essential tool in Higher Educational Institution for 

achieving excellence. In order to fulfill this requirement, the Academic & Administrative 

Audit of the University for the years 2017-18 and 2018-19 was taken up. Accordingly, a 

format in which necessary information required to facilitate the audit was circulated to 

all the Directors / Heads of Centers. The Center Directors were requested to review the 

information submitted with the assistance of their teams and submit a consolidated 

report at each school level or dedicated research center level, including a SWOC 

(Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Challenges) analysis and actions taken as 

follow up of previous audit and future plans. The SWOC analysis was validated by the 

IQAC. Then, he requested Dr. Sandeep Shastri to give further details on the conduct of 

AAA and action plan to review AAA documents with external experts. 

 

Dr. Sandeep Shastri informed that the Academic & Administrative Audit (AAA) of the 

University for the AYs 2017-18 and 2018-19 by an External Committee is scheduled on 

16th October, 2019 at the JP Nagar campus. A briefing meeting was held with the Heads 

/ Deans of Faculties and Directors of dedicated Research centers on 27th September, 

2019 and the Methodology for the conduct of AAA was discussed. During the Audit 

there shall be a University overall presentation by the Vice Chancellor, Faculty-wise and 

Research centres presentations by the respective Heads, followed by presentations on 
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Administration & Governance, IQAC, Examination System and Extension Activities. The 

presentations shall depict the Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Challenges 

(SWOC) analysis and the inputs received on the number of faculty members, 

departments, programmes / research activities etc. 

 

Members noted the initiatives taken for the conduct of AAA by the University on 16th 

October, 2019. 

 
Agenda item no. 4.2 : Conduct of Annual Research Retreat on 23rd and 24th November, 

2019. 

 

Dr. Sandeep Shastri informed that the Annual Research Retreat of the University is 

scheduled on 23rd and 24th November, 2019 at the Jayanagar 9th Block campus. He 

added that all the research scholars will be presenting their progress of the research 

work which will be reviewed by the experts. 

 

Members noted the conduct of Annual Research Retreat by the University. 

 
Agenda item no. 4.3 : ISO 9001:2015 – QMS, 2nd stage Audit by TUV NORD was held on 

17-09-2019. 

 

The Chairman informed that the ISO 9001:2015 – QMS, 2nd stage Audit by TUV NORD 

was held on 17-09-2019 and the University received a positive appreciation. 

 

Members noted the details with regard to ISO Audit. 

 
Agenda item no. 4.4 : KSURF Rankings, 2019 – 5 Star ratings, Jain (Deemed to be 

University) is ranked top 2 among young Universities in Karnataka. 

 

The Chairman mentioned that the University is ranked top 2 among young Universities 

in Karnataka and also obtained a 5 Star rating by Karnataka State Universities Rating 

Framework (KSURF) Rankings, 2019. Our University scored 789 out of 1000 and CGPA 

4.15 out of 5. 

 

Members noted the rankings by KSURF to the University and appreciated the recognition. 

 
Agenda item no. 4.5 : Initiatives for foreign students. 

 

The Registrar informed that with the initiative of ‘Study in India’ programme by the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development has invoked the foreign students towards an 
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attractive education destination in India. The University has around 984 international 

students enrolled for various programmes for the AY 2019-20. Considering the 

challenges faced for the delayed and staggered admissions by the international 

students and their poor English language ability, following initiatives have been taken 

by the University to overcome the problems. (i) Bridge courses comprising English and 

Soft Skills shall be delivered over a duration of 2-3 weeks (ii) A separate calendar shall 

be drawn up for the 1st two Semesters commencing in September. The schedule has 

been drawn up such that it will enable them to be in synchronous with the regular 

batches before commencement of the 3rd semester.  

 

Members noted with appreciation the initiatives taken for foreign students. 

 
Agenda item no. 4.6 : Implementing Computer Based Assessment in certain courses as a 

measure of Reforms in the Examination System. 

 

The Registrar informed that further steps have been taken with regard to the 

Examinations Reforms. The University will be implementing Computer Based 

Assessment in following courses as a measure of Reforms in the Examination Systems : 

1. Environmental Studies 
2. Mind Management & Human Values 
3. Computer Fundamentals 
4. Indian Constitution / Constitution of India 
5. Diploma Mathematics I 
6. Diploma Mathematics II 

 

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) based examinations will be conducted after the 

completion of each module for these courses. The Software has been designed to 

generate unique Question papers for any number of students of these courses. With 

this, the results can be declared instantly and the students shall improve the pleasure 

of learning. 
 

Members concurred with implementing Computer Based Assessment in certain courses as 

a measure of Reforms in the Examination Systems. 

 
Agenda item no. 5: Any other matter with the permission of Chair : 

 

 Meetings of Boards of Studies (BoS) – UG & PG Programmes – 2020-21. 

 

The Director (Academics and Planning) mentioned that it is mandatory to inform the 

UGC with regard to the new programmes introduced during the given academic year 

before the month of April, i.e. the new programmes approved by the Statutory Bodies 
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for the AY 2020-21 should be informed to UGC before April 2020. Also, it is mandatory 

to inform the AICTE the new professional programmes before December, 2019 to be 

introduced during AY 2020-21. In view of this, Meetings of Boards of Studies of the 

respective departments need to be held before 31st October, 2019 and a notification will 

be sent all the Chairpersons of the concerned BoS to recommend the new programmes 

for 2020-21. Once the recommendations of BoS are perused by the Standing Committee, 

the meetings of Planning & Monitoring Board, Academic Council and Board of 

Management will be held for final approval during November / December 2019. Further, 

the Boards of Studies are advised to include agendas to consider revision of the existing 

Syllabus in all cases where the earlier revision to the prescribed time cycle is completed 

(i.e. every 2 years in case of all PG Programmes, every 3 years in case of all 3-year UG 

programmes & MCA programmes and every 4 years in case of B.Tech programmes) and 

Fine tuning of the syllabus of the ongoing programmes wherever necessary. BoS are also 

requested to submit the detailed syllabus for the ongoing degree programmes for 

subsequent higher semesters that are coming for AY 2020-21 as per the approved 

Curriculum Matrix. 

 

 

The meeting ended with the Director (Academics and Planning) thanking the Vice 

Chancellor for ably chairing the meeting and conducting the proceedings smoothly. He 

also thanked all the presenters, external members for their valuable suggestions and 

other members for their proactive participation. 

 

 

 

Registrar 

Jain (Deemed to be University) 
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